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THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Fort Smith, Ark., has recently been completed under a build- 


ing program aimed at enlarging and expanding facilities of the church. The Rev. J. David Simpson is pas- 
tor of the church, here shown as it nears complet'»n. Some interior work is yet to be done. As is shown 
here, the exterior is of western desert style constructed of gray slab stone. 
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EDITORIAL 


In The Days Ahead Let Us Sense The 
Basic Issue 


In the next two or three years there will be de- 
cisions of great moment, not only with reference to 
our own Southern Presbyterian Church but also at 
the level of Presbyteries, congregations and indi- 
vidual members. 





There will be strong pressures for organic union 
with the Northern church; for the domination of 
the property rights of congregations by Presbyteries ; 
for the inclusion, or exclusion, of Christian brothers 
in great organizations and institutions. 


Because of the strong opinions about these and 
other issues, held by a great many, it is inevitable 
that the importance of some particular phases of 
present-day church activity will assume an impor- 
tance they do not deserve. 


The great issue before the church today is not 
whether we shall or shall not unite with another 
church, as a step in the general ecumenical move- 
ment, 


Nor is it of primary importance whether a con- 
gregation has the right to keep or dispose of its own 
property. 


Nor is the movement towards, or away from, 
centralization of ecclesiastical authority and organ- 
izational bigness the main problem. 


Nor is it the degree of emphasis on the social ap- 
plication of the gospel that should be foremost in 
our thinking. 


Throughout Protestantism there is a cleavage 
which stems from a fundamental difference in at- 
titude to the Word of God and this is a cleavage 
which goes horizontally across denominational lines 
and finds expression in clashing judgments with 


reference to church practice, policy, and preaching 
and teaching everywhere. 


That there are varying degrees in this attitude 
is of course true. There are men who claim the 
name “Christian,” in positions of leadership and 
power, who make mock of many or most of the 
great doctrines of Christianity as taught in the 
Bible. To them the divinity of Christ as compared 
with man is one of degree, not of essential nature. 
Again, there are those who accept most of the es- 
sential doctrines of Christianity but whose views on 
the inspiration of the Scripture are so beclouded 
by the denials of unbelievers that they dare not take 
a stand for the plenary inspiration and truthfulness 


of the Word. 


It is this basic problem before which all others 
pale into insignificance. To a great host of Chris- 
tians, particularly the men and women in the pews, 
the clear statements of God’s Word are to be taken 
as authoritative and final. To others, particularly 
those who have come under the influence of destruc- 
tive critical teaching, the Bible is only relatively 
authoritative and the “progressive revelation” found 
there continues on today, thereby outmoding—or 
disproving—much of the Bible, particularly the 
Old Testament. 


Because of this situation in present-day Protest- 
antism there is weakness and confusion. The power 
and authority of ecclesiastical organizations and the 
forming of great church bodies is offered as the 
solution to the problem, thereby but adding to con- 
fusion and multiplying inefficiency. For those who 
are willing to learn, history and current experience 
combine to prove that power is reserved for those 
who believe, live and preach the Bible as a divinely 
inspired body of historical facts and divine truths, 
not in part—but in its entirety. 


The Berean Christians searched the scriptures, 
(the Old Testament), to find if Paul’s preaching 
was true. Our Lord put Satan to flight by three 
sharp thrusts from the Sword of the Spirit, as re- 
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corded in Deutoronomy. There is no authority com- 
parable to that found in a ringing, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” Peter took up the steel sword of human 
energy and smote off the ear of the servant of the 
high priest, only to be rebuked by his Lord. Later 
this same Peter stood up in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit and making telling use of the Word of God, 
the Sword of the Spirit, won three thousand men 
to Jesus Christ. 


Oh brethren in Christ—the great issue which we 
face is not one involving the policies we are to pur- 
sue in our Church; rather it is the basis of the au- 
thority on which we are to carry out the Lord’s 
work. We need efficiency, we need poise and per- 
sonality and organizational ability—all of these 
good things and more—but the one thing without 
which we find ourselves impotent in the face of the 
wiles of the Devil is a complete and abiding faith 


in the Word of God. 


In the days which lie ahead let us pray for the 
faith and wisdom so necessary to keep issues in their 
proper perspective. The victory depends neither on 
numbers, organization or programs; rather it 
promised to those who go forth with the Word,— 
for it shall accomplish that which God pleases and 
shall prosper in the thing whereto He sent it. 


“But this at the outset, 
that no prophecy of scripture arose from an indi- 
vidual’s interpretation of the truth. No prophecy 
came because a man wanted it to: men of God spoke 
because they were inspired by the Holy Spirit.” 
Phillips translation of I] Peter 1:21. —L.N.B. 


is 


you must understand 





Bureaucracy— 
It’s Wonderful! 


Although bureaucracy is thoroughly entrenched 
in Washington and across our nation, there is a 
swelling revolt against unwarranted governmental 
controls and regimentation on the part of thinking 
Americans. They are learning that private enter 
prise is infinitely more efhicient and economical than 
the government. Many are also beginning to learn 
that the government has no source of income other 
than from the people itself and that it is a disastrous 
policy to center power and money in the hands of 
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those who only too often use this power and money 
to perpetuate themselves in office. 


The mounting cost of administration of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches is beginning to open the 
eyes of some of its most ardent supporters. More 
than that, the directives, programs, news releases 


are giving pause to many. The National Council 
has now taken a sweeping and unequivocal action 
against segregation as “unnecessary and undesir- 
able,” stating that it is a “direct violation of the 
Gospel of love and human brotherhood.” 


Dr. John Land and Dr. Benjamin Lacy tried to 
show the members of the National Council that the 
changes they advocate must be brought about grad- 
ually. Christians in the South are not unmindful 
of the grave difficulties and implications involved. 
Great progress has been made and the problem will 
eventually be worked out in a way best suited to the 
two races and on a basis of true Christian love and 
understanding. 


To the overwhelming majority of the member- 
ship of the National Council this is an issue in- 
volving only a Christian principle. To many sin- 
cere Christians in the South it also involves a social 
problem of the first magnitude. As it is, we have 
now been branded by the National Council of 
Churches; we are guilty of a lack of brotherly love 
ind consideration, for which we have yet to be con- 
victed in our consciences before God. 


To this writer this question arises: Why do mem- 
bers of the National Council have such strong con- 
victions on segregation while at the same time they 
are unwilling to express convictions on the great 
doctrines of Christianity ? 


Or, if this is a moral issue rather than one having 
to do with Christian faith and doctrine, on which 
they decline to make pronouncements, why is it that 
they remain silent on the great moral issue of liquor 
and the liquor industry which is damning the souls 
of millions of Americans while at the same time it 
continues to mount as an intolerable drain on our 
national economy and efficiency? 


The question is WHY? 


—L.N.B. 
Suggestions For 
Importunate Prayer 


For revival in our own church and the churches 
of America. 
For our Presidential election—that God will give 


us a Christian leader. 


For the Christians behind the Iron Curtain in Eu- 
rope. 


For the Christians in North Korea. 





and other evidences of ecclesiastical bureaucracy For the Christians in China. 
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The Atlanta Meeting 


ATLANTA, GaA., June 18th—A joint meeting of 
three groups was held here today to plan a united 
course of action with reference to the proposed 
union of the Southern and Northern Presbyterian 
churches, 


The 1948 General Assembly had directed the 
committee on cooperation and union to limit its ac- 
tivities for five years to exploring avenues of co- 
operation and acquaintanceship. However, this so- 
called moratorium has now developed into an in- 
tensive campaign for union under the direction of 
this committee, the latest recommendation being 
that five hundred ministers from the Northern, 
Southern and United Presbyterian churches ex- 
change pulpits during the coming year. Also, the 
boards of stewardship were directed to coordinate 
their activities during this church year. 


The groups meeting here today consisted of the 
Board of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, the Executive Committee of the Continu- 
ing Church Committee, and representatives of the 
recently formed Association for the Preservation of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


It was plain from the tenor of the discussions and 
the plans formulated that this is not a divisive move- 
ment but rather a well organized and clearly stated 
campaign to preserve the distinctive work and testi- 
mony of the Southern Presbyterian Church and that 
on those who are pushing the movement for union 
will be placed the full responsibility of destroying 
this church and causing any divisions which may 
ensue. 


The plight of Southern Methodists who were 
unorganized and who were swept into merger with 
the Northern Methodists was given as a tragic ex- 
ample of the harm which such mergers generate. 
One Southern Methodist was quoted as saying, 
“We have lost our church and our identity while 
our policies and our church literature are now im- 
posed on us from the North. Our Sunday School 
literature is now filled with Bible-denying teaching 
and with the rankest kind of socialism.” 


Plans for a larger representative meeting in Au- 
gust were made and from the representative group 
which met here today and the determination ex- 
pressed it is evident that the experience of the 
Methodists is not to be duplicated in Presbyterian 
circles. At the same time a spokesman of this meet- 
ing stressed that all of the problems being faced 
can be solved by a real spiritual awakening and 
revival in the churches. The urge for numbers and 
great organizations at the expense of a clear evan- 
gelical testimony was deplored. One representative 
said, “Gideon did not win with a great army but 
with a small group dedicated to God and His will. 
The solution of our problem is to be found in ear- 
nest prayer that we may know and do God’s will 
and give a clear testimony for the great truths of 
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Christianity in a time when so many seem to think 
that other considerations come first.” 

Editor’s Note: Plans for the August meeting 
are going forward and will be referred to later. 
Readers of this Journal who wish to attend should 
communicate with the Editor. 





The General Assembly And The 
Richardson Case 
By Hugh Dickson 
Another chapter in the Richardson family case 
was written by the 1952 General Assembly when 
approval Was given to a request of the First Church 
of Greensboro to record in the minutes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly the investigation and action of the 
Session of the First Church in connection with a 
book published by Mr. A. L. Brooks under the 


title. “‘A Southern Lawyer.” 


It will be recalled that Mr. L. Richardson of 
Greensboro died in 1919, leaving a gift to the First 
Church. The gift was sold by the First Church in 
1922. A suit was brought by various Executive 
Committees of the Church to invalidate the sale 
after the death of Mrs. L. Richardson in 1940, Mr. 
A. L. Brooks acted as leading lawyer for the Agen- 
cies. The Agencies charged the Richardson family 
with fraud and conspiracy in this law suit. The 
Court dismissed the character charges as unfounded. 
Whereupon, two of Mrs. Richardson’s brothers, 
Dr. Egbert Smith, for many years Executive Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Mission Board, and Dr. Henry 
Louis Smith, former President of Davidson College 
and Washington and Lee University, called upon 
the Agencies to retract charges of fraud. 


After a Judicial Commission appointed by the 
General Assembly of 1949, went into the matter 
and declared the Richardson family guiltless of 
fraud in this case, the Church Agencies retracted 
the charge. The General Assembly of 1950 approved 
this action by its Agencies calling it a “‘just’”’ con- 
clusion and expressed its “regret for the long delay” 
in reaching this conclusion. The Assembly also 
called upon the Agencies and individuals of the 
Church to “join with us in this conclusion.’ This 
seemed to end the case. 


Subsequent to the action of the 1950 General 
Assembly, however, Mr. Brooks published his book 
and devoted an entire chapter to the Richardson 
litigation. Mr. Brooks’ version of the case was quite 
at variance with the actions of the Judicial Com- 
mission and the General Assembly. The Session of 
the First Church investigated the matter early this 
year. The Session found that Mr. Brooks’ book con- 
tained an account of.the litigation in conflict with 
the facts. The Session’s resolution held: 

“The Session regrets that this account does 
not, in its opinion, correctly reflect with the 
actions of this Session, the four Church Agen- 
cies, or of the 1950 General Assembly, which 
approved the actions of its Agencies.” 
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The Richardson family has for generations been 
noted for its generosity to the causes of the Church 
and its fidelity to our Church. It has furnished 
many pastors and lay leaders of the Church. Mrs. 
Richardson’s generosity to the Foreign Mission 
cause is well known. The entire family has been 
one of the principal contributors to the various 
causes of the Church for years. 


We congratulate the Session of the First Church 
of Greensboro for its prompt and courageous action 
in refusing to permit a biased account of the case 
to pass unchallenged. We think the General As- 
sembly acted wisely in placing its approval upon 
the action of the Session of the First Church and 
in recording this action in the official records of 
the Church, 





The Christian’s Attitude Toward Sin 


By The Rev. Henry S. Schum 
PART TWO 


All right, you've got to know what sin is, and 
now I want you to see that you must have a definite 
attitude toward it. There’s a strange paradox in 
this modern day. It is this. Intelligent, thinking 
people, who spend their lives and great sums of 
money to combat physical disease, somehow or other 
are amazingly indifferent toward the infinitely 
worse disease of the soul—sin. They know what 
it is. They've seen it. They’ve seen its awful con- 
sequences, But they’re indifferent to it. There’s no 
response in their personality toward it. I’ve noticed 
this in many parts of the country where I’ve been. 
It seems to be a wide-spread attitude. A man com- 
mits a sin against God and a crime against his fel- 
low men. His conduct drags down the reputation 
of his community. Then he is caught and punished 
according to the laws of our land. Of course there 
is much talk in connection with it. But it isn’t talk 
of justice. It isn’t talk of God’s laws which cannot 
be mocked. God says a man can’t sin and get by. 
Sin must be paid for. There isn’t talk about prayer. 
The talk you hear is just “sympathy talk.’ There 
is mild sorrow—not because the . ian has sinned 
against God and his fellow men—lbut because he 
has been caught! May God deliver us from this 
attitude. We need to change our thinking. We need 
to love the sinner, but hate his sin. 


This thing is a test of your Christian character. 
When you can see sin over and over again, and it 
just leaves you with a feeling of neutrality and in- 
difference, if you don’t have a hatred for it, if it 
doesn’t hurt you to the very depths, if there is no 
sorrow for it, then you need a revival in your heart. 
You need a new spiritual awakening. 


If you are a Christian, your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost. One of His primary functions in 
the world is to convict of sin. How, then, can He 
have His way in you and at the same time you not 
be stirred when confronted with sin? To be a con- 
secrated Christian and to be indifferent in your 
attitude toward sin is impossible. The Psalmist said, 
“| hate every false way.” He said, “I hate the works 
of them that turn aside.” (Psalm 101:3). And the 
New Testament commands us to “abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to that which is good.” (Romans 
12:9). 
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When the Apostle Paul was in Athens, the Bible 
says that while he was waiting for his friends, his 
spirit was stirred within him. Why? Because of the 
weather’? Because of social conditions? Because of 
the government and their crooked politics? No. His 
spirit was stirred within him because “He saw the 
city wholly given to idolatory.” (Acts 17:16). It 
was sin in the city of Athens that caused Paul’s 
spirit to be stirred within him. And it’s the very 
response that every one of us should have when we 
see sin in our own hearts or in our community. Our 
spirits ought to be stirred about it. 


The intelligent Christian, then, must know and 
can know, what sin is. He must have an attitude of 
hatred and real Godly sorrow for it. The third 
thing I want you to see is this. That to have less 
than this attitude toward sin is, in itself, sinful. 
You recall reading that on one occasion, a woman 
was taken in adultery, and brought to Jesus by some 
hpyocritical religious leaders. When they brought 
her to Him, they asked, “Now, what are you going 
to do with this woman? She was taken in adultery, 
in the very act.”” Jesus saw the woman. He recog- 
nized her sin for after He had talked to them, He 
said to her, ““Woman, go and sin no more.” He 
faced the sin. He knew it. He didn’t try to hide it. 
He told her to go and sin no more. But He also 
faced the sin in the hearts of her accusers. He faced 
their sins of hypocrisy, religious pride and bigotry, 
and then told them what they should do. One 
doesn’t have to be a scholar to see that our Saviour 
was stirred deeply about the whole matter. 


To understand, however, what sin is, and what 
our attitude toward it is to be, we must go to Cal- 
vary itself. There we see divine love, human wicked- 
ness, and Holy hatred for sin, and judgment thereof 
in a way in which no other scene can depict it to 
us. Look once again at our Lord Jesus hanging 
there on that cross. See that sinful, cursing mob 
spitting at Him and throwing dust in His face. See 
them railing on Him, laughing at Him, and taunt- 
ing Him. See the soldiers gambling for His robe at 
the foot of the cross. See the thieves adding their 
curses to those of the mob. See the wicked leaders 
mocking Him. See the people going by on the road 
nearby and wagging their heads in complete indif- 
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terence to His suffering. You say, “Yes, we know 
all that.” But have you seen this? Have you seen 
the attitude of Almighty God the Father in Heaven 
as He poured out upon His own belowed Son His 
holy, heavenly wrath and judgment such as has 
never come upon any person in the history of the 
world? It came down on Jesus. God willed that 
Jesus should suffer. He willed that sin should be 
paid for with death. It wasn’t Jesus’ sin. It was 
your sin and mine and the sins of the world. God 
looked on His beloved Son and saw our sin on 
Him, God, Who is Holy, could not condone sin, 
even at Calvary. He hates sin. He poured out His 
wrath on Jesus there because of sin. I say to you 
again, you've got to think about it. And your think- 
ing about it will affect your attitude toward it. You 
will not only see it as God sees it, but you will hate 
it in all of its ugly forms. It will stir you up, and 
vou will judge it. I praise God for the fact that He 
has dealt with many of you in regards to your sins 
and the sins of others in our community. 


Some time ago, | talked to one of the fathers in 
this area. He is a man who loves God. We were 
talking about Heaven and spiritual things, and | 
saw that Godly man shed a tear as he said, ““] want 
vou to pray for my boy. He’s not living right. He’s 
away from home, and he’s away from God.” I’ve 
never forgotten that little experience. 


I've seen taculty members in Highland Institu 
tion shed tears because of the burden that they had 

not because of their academic work—but because 
of the sins of students. I’ve seen them break down 
in tears because students continue to say, “No” to 
Christ. These faculty members have wanted to do 
right, and some of them have been persecuted be- 
cause they have done right. Jesus said something 
about denying self, taking up the cross and follow- 
ing Him. That is being done here. It is the sins 
of others that cause the faithful to suffer. 


Last fall, one of my daughters came into the 
room one night. She went right past us and fell on 
her knees by the bed. She burst into tears, just sob 
bing as if her heart would break. We couldn’t un- 
derstand it. Finally, when she had quieted a little, 
we found out what the trouble was. She had been 
talking to a high school girl about becoming a 
Christian. Her own little heart was burdened be- 
cause of the sins of the girl to whom she was talk- 
ing. She called the girl’s name and said, “She won't 
become a Christian. She won’t become a Christian.” 
We need more of that. God help us to see it. Our 
daughter didn’t do that simply because she lives in 
the manse; it was because she loves Jesus and has 
a sense of the awfulness of sin and its consequences. 
Friends, this ought to be our normal reaction to 
persistent sin. 


| want to close with this illustration. I want it 
to be so clear that you can’t forget it. Many years 
ago, there was a woman who lived on a frontier of 
our country. One morning, her husband had to go 
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off to clear some land in the woods. The woman 
was doing up the work at home. They had one 
child—a small girl. The mother always watched 
carefully because there were bold wolves that came 
close to the house to get the chickens and other 
small livestock. On this morning, however, the tiny 
girl went out on the porch, then down the steps, 
and out into the yard to play. In a short time, she 
wandered to the edge of the woods nearby. Sud- 
dently, there was a gray flash from the woods. A 
huge wolf sprang on the little girl, knocked her 
down, strangled her, and drug her away. A little 
time went by, and the mother missed her child. She 
went immediately to look for her. She looked around 
the house and called her name over and over, Then 
she went out on the porch and into the yard, still 
calling. She circled the yard, and finally came to 
the edge of the woods. A red splotch on the ground 
attracted her attention. Her heart almost sank 
within her when she realized what had happened. 
She turned from that blood and although she was 
terribly afraid, she followed the tragic trail. Finally, 
off in the woods at a distance, she found the place 
where that wolf, and others, had gathered around 
and eaten that little child. Nothing reinained but 
a few broken and bloody bones there on the leaves 
and the grass. But, oh, the heart of that mother 
as she returned home. She thought cf her own 
carelessness and accused herself pititully. This, and 
the love she had for her daughter, dominated her 
thinking for months afterwards. But the thing | 
want you to see is this. From that day on, that 
woman had a definite attitude toward wolves. She 
feared them, yet, but more than fearing, she hated 
them. 


Do you see the gray wolves of sin that are all 
about, ready to destroy you and your loved ones? 
I want you to have such a hatred for those yellow- 
tanged, gray wolves of sin, that somehow you can’t 
stand them. I want you to hate sin in every one of 
its ugly forms in which it comes to you. I want you 
to hate it as the Psalmist did when he said, “I hate 
every false way.’’ I want you to hate it as the 
Apostle did when he wrote, “Abhor that which is 
evil, cleave to that which is good.” I want vou to 
hate it even as Almighty God in Heaven hated sin 
on that day that He judged it in His own Son on 
Calvary’s cross. That is the Christian attitude to 
ward sin. Is that your attitude. Mav God find it 
so in your life. Amen 


GGuerrant, Ky. 
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Most Recent Activities Of 
The Permanent Committee On 


Co-operation And Union Demand 


An Expl 


The Associated Press gave the following in one 
of its daily coverings of the work of the recent 
92nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. in Charleston, West Va., “The Presbyterian 
Church U. S. (South), voted after a heated debate 
today to cooperate with other Presbyterian branches 
in stewardship and evangelical programs. It took 
commissioners to the Church’s 92nd General As- 
sembly more than three hours, however, to beat 
down supporters of a minority report arguing 
against such action.”” My name was later mentioned 
in this article as being one of those who supported 
this minority report. 


This is a matter of such importance, our entire 
Church should know all of the facts and issues in- 
volved in it. Here is the recommendation from the 
Committee on Cooperation and Union, “That we 
instruct our departments of evangelism and steward- 
ship to enter into a cooperative effort with the Unit- 
ed Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. as approved by the joint confer- 
ence of the three committees in Cincinnati, March 
12-14, 1952.” The minority report was as follows: 
‘Since our present directive allows only our explor- 
ing avenues of acquaintanceship and cooperation,” 
we reject the recommendation that the departments 
of evangelism and stewardship of our church enter 
into active cooperation with the similar agencies of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. and the 
United Presbyterian Church since this would give 
the effect of union before having the fact of union.” 
We who supported this minority report believed 
that the Committee on Cooperation and Union 
went far beyond the intent and purpose for which 
this Committee was set up. 


Dr. Marc C. Weersing, Chairman on the As- 
sembly’s Standing Committee on Church Extension 
asked the Moderator to give Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, the Chairman of our Church’s Board of 
Church Extension, the privilege of making a state- 
ment which the Moderator granted. Dr. Richards 
told the Assembly that the Board of Church Ex- 
tension of which he was Chairman had not been 
approached about this matter concerning two of 
their Boards and their work, and that this recom- 
mendation did not originate from their boards. Cer- 
tainly it would have been wise and a proper pro- 
cedure to have conferred with our Board of Church 
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anation 


By Paul D. Hastings 


Extension in order to see what would have been 
the effects and results of such a “cooperative effort” 
with the Boards of the other two Churches. Would 
it help or harm the stewardship and evangelism 
programs of our own Church? 


If this recommendation did not originate from 
our Board, was not discussed with them nor their 
approval and recommendation secured, then where 
did such a recommendation originate and come 
from? It came from the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, a committee that has departed from its 
directive to restrict its activities to that of exploring 
avenues of acquaintance and cooperation and by its 
actions seems to have made it their purpose to use 
every means possible to bring us into a union with 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. Now when the 
plan of Union is presented to our Church they 
will be in a position to say, “we are already united 
in our programs of stewardship and evangelism.” 
Besides the one mentioned above, were others such 
as to establish a Joint Committee on Chaplains, 
recommend to prebyteries and synods that commit- 
tees on cooperation and union be established where 
they do not now exist, that there be a pulpit ex- 
change of 500 ministers during the next year be- 
tween the U. S. A., the U. S., and U. P. Churches, 
details to be worked out and handled by the commit- 
tee on Union which would mean all of them would 
be handpicked, would make a good impression and 
never mention the real issues involved in Union 
that should be discussed, and as the minority report 
stated “it would provide unfair propaganda for 
union without allowing possibility of rebuttal.” 
Every recommendation of this Committee was such 
that it tended to bring about the results of Union 
before our Church even has a chance to vote on it. 


I do not believe that the other commissioners to 
the General Assembly were any more familiar with 
the policies and work of the Northern and United 
Boards of Evangelism and Stewardship than I was. 
Our own Boards are continually trying to get us 
informed as to the policies and work of our own 
Board of Stewardship and Evangelism. Yet along 
with their recommendation, the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union did not offer one single item of 
information nor comparison as to the policies and 
work of the three boards, the results of each board's 
work, and how our Church would benefit from 
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such a joint effort. Did this Committee even make 
such a study before making a recommendation that 
would effect the work of two of the most fruitful 
and vital Boards in our Church: 


Here are some records and facts that should have 
been seriously considered. According to a_ recent 
survey made by the National Council of Churches 
of the rate of increase in American Church member- 
ship since 1926, the Southern Church shows a mem- 
bership gain of 44.9 per cent, while the Northern 
Church had a gain of 26.8 per cent and the United 
Presbyterian Church had a gain of 24.6 per cent. 
That means that our Southern Church has over 
the past 25 vears brought nearly 3% persons into 
the membership of our Church for every 2 persons 
that the Northern Church has taken in. Why has 
the Southern Church been nearly twice as success- 
ful in bringing in new members than the Northern 
Church- Could it be, because up until the present 
time, we have labored in our own vineyard and 
not spent about half of our time and efforts in try- 
ing to get some smaller denomination to unite with 
us so that we might “swallow them up” but that 
our Board of Evangelism has put all of their time 
and efforts to the task of bringing in lost souls one 
by one? 


What of the records of the Stewardship Boards: 
For the year ending March 31, 1951, the per capita 
giving of the Northern Presbyterian Church was 
$41.84, of the United Presbyterian Church $46.28 
and of the Southern Church $57.56, which is the 
largest giving per member of the three leading 
churches of the Presbyterian group. It was an- 
nounced at the Assembly that our Stewardship 
Board had done such an outstanding work in the 
Tithing Adventure during the past year that we 
gave more per member last year than any other 
Church in the world that had a membership of over 
300,000. We hear from those who favor Union 
that the Northern Church is a rich Church and 
we could do so much more with them, yet the 
records show that every member in the Southern 
Church for the year ending March 31, 1951, gave 
$15.72 more than each member of the Northern 
Church gave. 


Speaker after speaker at the Assembly pointed out 
that these southern states in which our Church lives 
and works is the fastest growing section of Amer- 
ica and that in spite of the good record that our 
Church has, when we compare it with what the 
other denominations are doing, that we are falling 
far short in accepting our responsibilities and oppor- 
tunities to build the Kingdom of God in this part 
of His vineyard which he has given us the honor 
and responsibility of laboring in. In the light of all 
the above information and facts, we who supported 
the minority report did not believe it wise, nor being 
tair and honest with our own Boards, to add to 
their already too heavy a burden by directing them 
to carry on a cooperative effort with the Boards of 
the Northern and United Presbyterian Churches, 
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especially when the official records show that these 
Boards are not doing as fruitful work for the Lord 
as ours is doing. This means that just that much 
time and effort will be taken away from these two 
most vital and fruitful fields of work in our own 
Church and which work is the very foundation of 
the work of our Church as a whole. 


Dr. James Patton of our General Council told 
the Assembly how Mr. Clarence Johnson, heading 
up our Tithing Adventure under our Board of 
Stewardship this past year, in his zeal and love for 
his Lord and his Church had actually given his 
life for our Church in the heavy burden of his 
work in the field of stewardship in our Church. 
Are we being fair and honest with all of the devoted 
members of these two Boards who have done such 
an outstanding work for our Church to further 
burden them in the giving of their time, strength 
and abilities in trying to carry on a cooperative 
effort with the Boards of two other denominations, 
when all of the records show that they will be a 
liability instead of a help to our own Boards? We 
who opposed this recommendation at the General 
Assembly do not think it is, and believe that the 
work of our Church, and the Lord’s work as a 
whole, will suffer as a result. 


The above action is a typical example of how the 
committee on cooperation and union is taking every 
means possible to bring our Southern Church into 
an organic union with the Northern Presbyterian 


Church regardless of the cost. They completely ig 
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nore and refuse to give a satisfactory answer to 
the following facts. 


That since the Northern Church is three and one- 
half times larger, we will be completely swallowed 
up in union and because of this fact the present 
policies and leadership of the Northern Church will 
be that of the United Church. As shown by the 
Auburn Affirmation, and other evidence, their lead- 
ership and policies are much more liberal than in 
our Southern Church. In our Church, the local 
Church and manse is owned by the local congrega- 
tion while in the Northern Church this property is 
controlled by the Presbytery. Therefore, every local 
congregation will be giving the title and deed to 
their Church and manse to the Northern Presby- 
terian Church. Every statistic in comparison shows 
that our Southern Church is more efficient and 
fruitful in our work and the building of the King- 
dom of God. The customs, thinking and ways of 


doing things are so different in the Northern Church 
from our Southern Church that it would be im- 
possible to have a union that would result in har- 
mony, good-will, peace and as fruitful results as 
we now have as separate Churches. And, most im- 
portant of all, union will cause such a split in our 
Southern Church, leaving such bitterness, confusion 
and strife that a thousand times more harm and 
damage to the Lord’s work will be done than any 
possible good that could come out of union between 
the two Churches. 


Brethren, we are in the position of the bride who 
is leaving home and parents to get married. Com- 
mon sense says that we should examine the groom 
closely to see if we will be happy and contented to 
live with him in the future. We urge you to get in- 
formed on the real issues involved in this plan of 
union and the tragic results it will bring to our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 
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Deborah - A Woman Of Courage 


Scripture: Judges 3-5. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 33:12-22. 


In Psalm 33 the writer is urging us to put our trust, our hope, in God. “Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord”; “There is no king saved by the multitude of an host”; “Behold, the eve of the Lord is upon 


them that fear him... 


to deliver their soul from death’; “Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help 


and our shield’’; “We hope in thee.” In the book of Judges we have many illustrations of this truth. It was 
Jehovah Who raised up the Judges; it was He Who gave them the courage to fight and win the victory. 


In chapter three we have the record of several minor 
judges, Othniel, Caleb’s younger brother, delivered 
them from the hand of the king of Mesopotamia; 
Ehud, from the slavery of Eglon, king of the Moab- 
ites; and Shamgar, who slew of the Philistines, six 
hundred men. 


In chapter four we come to one of the famous 
women of the Bible, who ranks with Ruth and 
Esther and others. I would like to divide the lesson 
into three parts: (1) The Victory of Deborah and 
Barak, (2) The Song of Deborah and Barak, and 
(3) Some Applications for ourselves and our age. 


I. The Victory of Deborah and Barak: 
Judges 4. 


History repeats itself; it did over and over again 
in the time of the Judges. The Children of Israel 
did evil in the sight of the Lord; the Lord delivered 
them into the hand of Jabin, king of Canaan; the 
Children of Israel cried unto the Lord; and the 
Lord raised up a deliverer. Change the names of 
kings and the names of the Judges and you have the 
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history of the chosen people during these sad years. 


The slavery under Jabin was severe. He had 900 
chariots of iron; and 20 years he mightily oppressed 
them. 


Deborah was a prophetess, wife of Lapidoth, and 
also a judge. She dwelt under the palm tree of De- 
borah. She sent and called for Barak, and said to 
him, hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, 
Go and draw toward Mount Tabor, and take with 
thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 
and of the children of Zebulun . . . and I will de- 
liver him, (Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army) 
into thine hand. Barak replied, If thou wilt go with 
me, I will go, but if thou wilt not go with me, I 
will not go. She agreed to accompany him but warn- 
ed him that the honor would not be his, but that 
the Lord would deliver Sisera into the hand of a 
woman. (see verses 17-21). 


The battle was fought, Sisera was defeated and 
fled away on his feet. He came to the tent of Jael 
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the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace 
between Jabin and Heber. She urged him to turn 
in and fear not, gave him refreshment and covered 
him with a rug. He commanded her to stand in the 
door of the tent and if anyone came to enquire if 
a man was there to say, No. While he was asleep 
she took a tent pin and drove it through his temple 
nd he died, and Deborah’s prophecy was fulfilled. 
We must remember that this was war, that Sisera 
was doubtless a cruel, brutal man. Even though 
there was peace between Jabin and the Kenites, the 
latter was associated with Israel. Hobab, the brother- 
in-law of Moses was a Kenite. Their sympathy 
would naturally be with Israel in this terrible strug- 
gle for freedom. 


Il. The Song of Deborah and Barak: 
Chapter 5. 


Victories were often commemorated in song. Com- 
pare this with the song of Miriam and Moses which 
was sung after God had so miraculously delivered 
them from Pharoah, and destroyed the Egyptians 
in the Red Sea. There are several points which I 
would like for us to notice in the song. 


1. “Praise ye the Lord,” is the burden of the 
song: “I will sing praises to the Lord God of 
Israel.” All the success and glory of the victory is 
attributed to Jehovah. Israel is reminded of the 
severity of the oppression, how the highways were 
unoccupied, and the people travelled through the 
byways. 

2. They have high praise also tor the people 
(verse 2), and the leaders (verse 9), who offered 
themselves willingly. Some of the tribes had re- 
sponded at once to the call and sent an army to 
help in the battle. 


3. They upbraid and rebuke Reuben for the divi- 
sions among them. This tribe was fulfilling the pro- 
phecy made so many years before by Jacob: “Un- 
stable as water, thou shalt not excel.” (Genesis 
49 :3,4) There was “great searching of heart’? among 
the Reubenites. Other tribes had been indifferent, 
too. Gilead abode beyond Jordan; Dan remained in 
ships; Asher continued on the seashore. 


4. “Zebulum and Naphtali were a people that 
jeoparded their lives unto the death.” 


5. “Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof: because 
they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty.”” Meroz seems to 
have been a small town. ‘The extreme bitterness of 
the curse against this otherwise unknown village 
has been accounted for on two hypotheses: either 
Meroz was so near the battlefield that its inaction 
was tantamount to a declaration of hostility to the 
Israelite cause, or else the fleeing Sisera was suffered 
to pass through the village unmolested. The position 
of the curse, just preceding the blessing upon Jael, 
seems to lend weight to the second hypothesis.” 
(Bible Dictionary). 
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6. Special praise is given to Jael for slaying Sis- 
era. Remember, this was WAR, war to the death, 
with a cruel and implacable enemy who had been 
the oppressors of God’s people. It does not pay to 
compromise with such enemies. While the Kenites 
were not at war with Jabin, yet they were related 
to the Israelites, and were naturally their allies. 


Il. The Application To 
U's and Our Day. 


Old Testament History, and the experiences of 
the Israelites furnish us with many fine and apt 
illustrations of our experiences as Christians. 


1. In our Great War today, the war between 
good and evil, between God and Satan, and all the 
forces of evil, we must look to God for the victory, 
and receive our courage and strength from Him. 
We are prone to trust in men: men’s wisdom, men’s 
plans, and in numbers. We want a BIG ARMY of 
men. We forget that unless God fights for us there 
will be no victory. Then, when victory comes, we 
are apt to praise men for it, and forget to give all 
the praise to God. 


2. The forces of evil are “mighty” enemies, not 
to be underestimated, or treated lightly. Paul says 
that we fight not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, against spiritual foes in 
high places. The devil is a powerful foe. Wicked 
men, allied with him, are often kings and princes 
and emperors: they have tremendous forces at their 
command. If we will read the Book of Revelation 
with this thought in mind we will see that the con- 
flict which the Church is waging is with mighty 
foes. The dragon, the beasts, the swarms of locusts, 
and many other symbols, are pictures of our enemies. 
The Church will gloriously triumph, but the strug- 
gle is fierce and long. 


Think of but one phase of the battle today, the 
rise of atheistic Russia, with her hatred of God and 
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the Church, and her utter disregard for the lives 
of men. The Russians have just appropriated more 


for the building up of their war machine than any 


other country in the world. 


Think ,too, of the terrible strangle-hold which 
sin and Satan have upon our beloved land. The 
whiskey and beer “barons” are “mighty foes.’’ They 
spend millions upon millions of dollars advertising 
and lobbying. The gambling racket and narcotic 
ring, and every organized crime of every description 
are strong enemies. They are deeply intrenched and 
fortified, and so deceptive that many are fooled by 
them. 


3. There are many who are indifferent, wavering, 
cowardly, as some of the people and tribes of Israel 
were. Their country was oppressed, a deliverer had 
arisen, but many of them were “limping between 
the two sides”; they were “at ease in Zion”; they 
were busy with their own affairs. Let the other tribes 
go to battle. We will see who comes out the winner, 
and set our sails accordingly. There are millions of 
Americans who are indifferent to our danger. They 
see no cause for alarm. They are busy making money, 
or having a good time. Let the fanatics and reform- 
ers fight; we want to be let alone. They are ’’on- 
lookers,”’ spectators, not soldiers. 


+. God can win the war without our help, but 
He asks us to help, to come to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. It will be a bitter day for some, 
even as it was a bitter curse pronounced upon 
Meroz. God does not draft soldiers into His army; 
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Keep Off The Grass 


“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.’”’ When we know the Lord Jesus Christ 
as personal Saviour, we are made free in Him, being delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glor- 
ious liberty of the sons of God. However, this does not mean that we are free to do as we please, but rather 
that we are free to do what will please Him. Being a Christian makes us responsible for living a Christian 
life! When we believe in Christ and receive Him as Saviour, He gives to us the power to become the sons of 


God, “heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.” 
This means that we are heirs of all things. How 
ever, this does not mean that all things are ours 
to do with as we please, but rather to use as will 
please Him. 


This brings us to our assigned theme, “Keep Off 
The Grass,” which should be considered not simply 
in the light of civic responsibility, but in the light 
of our higher responsibility to God. 


Our citizenship is in heaven, but we are travel- 
ing through earth; and while journeying here be- 
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low, we should, by our conduct, “show forth the 
praises of him who hath called us out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.”” The earth is the Lord’s, 
and we should be concerned for its well being, in 
every sense of the word. 


Our attitude toward the property of others, to 
ward the church property, or the property of the 
community in which we live, should not be one of 
indifference and unconcern, but of sincere interest, 
for it all belongs to God, and we are responsible to 
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Him for how we care for it. Then too, it all be- 
longs to us in Him, as we are “joint heirs,” so we 
should want to take care of it! 


It would be a strange attitude if some young 
man or young woman, escorting a visitor through 
beautiful grounds and a palatial residence, should 
savy: “This belongs to my father, and one day it 
will belong to me, so I can do anything I please’; 
then to.demonstrate that right, would begin to 
trample the flowers under foot, break off the 
branches of the beautiful shrubbery, deliberately 
knock over the furniture, pull down the drapes, and 
mark on the walls. ‘How silly,” you’d say. Silly? 
Yes. But no more ridiculous than the attitude of 
a great many professing Christians who are care- 
less in the use of church property; who abuse pub- 
lic property and violate the rules in playgrounds 
and parks; who are inconsiderate of property be- 
longing to neighbors and friends, or who are de- 
structive in the use of personal or family possessions. 
It all belongs to God, and one day will be ours be- 
cause we are joint heirs! 


‘Keep Off The Grass,” “Do Not Pick The 
Flowers,” “Fresh Paint, Do Not Touch,” “No 
Fishing,” ‘No Trespassing,” “Do Not Throw 
Trash On The Lawn,” “Please Put Out Your 
Fire,” and many other signs of such nature are not 
put up simply to spoil our fun, to cramp our style, 
and to take away our privileges, but to guide us in 
the proper care and wise use of that which belongs 
to God and our neighbors, and to us, for we belong 
to Him. 


Violations of the rules, and destruction of public 
or private property, do not indicate courage and 
daring, but rather a lack of character, and ignor- 
ance of what is involved. It is not the “dare-devil” 
but the “do-deviltry” spirit which prompts such 
conduct, and should be shunned by every Christian, 
voung and old. 


When God first made man in His own image, 
He placed him in the Garden of Fden, and gave 
him responsibility in caring for that which was 
under his dominion. He could enjoy the blessing 
and beauty of the Garden, but there were rules by 
which he was to be governed in his care of the Gar- 
den. He broke the most important rule of all, and 
ate of the fruit which was forbidden him. So God 
had to cast him out of that place of beauty, and 
denied him the rights and privileges which were 
first enjoyed. By abusing his liberty, man lost it 
completely, and was cast out. 

There are still basic rules governing our relation- 
ship to others, and to all earthly things. We are still 
caretakers in God’s earthly fields and gardens, and 
what we do should be done as unto Him! as in His 
very presence. 

Our attitude toward the property and possessions 
of others will be a reflection of our attitude toward 
God. The reality of our relationship to God as be- 
lievers in Christ will be revealed in our relationship 
to others. Let’s ‘‘keep off the grass.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Presbyterians Object 
To National Council 
Segregation Action 


The National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U. S. A. went on record recently as unalterably 
opposed to segregation and vigorously urged the 
churches to strive for a “non-segregated church 
and a non-segregated society.”’ 


Its General Board in a statement adopted after 
ninety minutes of debate declared that segregation 
was “unnecessary and undesirable” and stood as a 
direct violation ‘“‘of the Gospel of love and human 
brotherhood.” 


Of the 29 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches constituting the National Council, only 
one abstained from voting on the segregation issues. 
This was the Presbyterian Church, U. S., whose 
representatives said they regarded the statement as 
ill-considered and likely to cause more harm than 
good, 


The two representatives of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., Dr. John Land, pastor of the St. 
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, New Or- 
leans, and Dr. Benjamin R. Lacy, president of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., in- 
troduced a substitute statement which was over- 
whelmingly defeated. 





World Missions Notes 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—Dr. and Mrs. Ovid 
Bush of the Korea Mission announce the birth of 
a son, John Ellison, in Kobe, Japan, May 26. Dr. 
Bush is serving on the staff of the Mission Hospital 
in Chunju, Korea. 


Mrs. W. B. Mcllwaine, for 57 years a mission- 
ary to Japan, died at Heath Springs, S. C. May 29. 
She retired from active missionary service in 1932. 
Her son, Rev. Will McIlwaine, is a missionary to 
Japan at the present time. 


Dr. and Mrs. James N. Montgomery of our 
China Mission who have been serving in Formosa 
will arrive in this country the first week in August 
for their regular furlough. Dr. and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery are leaving Formosa June 13 to go to the 
Belgian Congo to visit for a month with their 
daughter and son-in-law, Dr. and Mrs. John Mil- 
ler, who are missionaries of our Church in the 
Congo. Dr. and Mrs. Montgomery expect to arrive 
in this country in time to be present for part of the 
World Mission Conference at Montreat, N. C. 
They expect to make their home while in this coun- 
try at Mission Haven, Columbia Seminary, Deca- 
tur, Ga. 
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Atlanta Girl Wins 
Stillman Scholarship 


Miss Mary Jean Hughes, a member of the 1952 
graduating class of Carver Vocational School of 
Atlanta, Ga., has been chosen as the recipient of 
the two year scholarship to Stillman College, Tus- 
caloosa, Ala., offered by the Adult Department of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, to one of 
the graduates of the Negro high schools of Atlanta. 


Youth Council President 


To Study Abroad 

Wayne Perrin Todd, recent graduate of South- 
western University, Memphis, Tenn., and president 
of the Assembly’s Youth Council, has just been 
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to studv this next 
vear at the University of Vienna. Austria. Wayne 
will study theology, especially Biblical Interpre- 
tation. He plans to leave this country in order to 
arrive in Vienna September 22 to start a two weeks’ 
orientation period. 
New Course Set Up 
At Queens College 

Queens College in Charlotte, N. C., has recently 


established a new degree in business administration 
which will go into effect with the beginning of the 
1952-53 session in September, according to an an- 
nouncement made by Dr. Charlton C. Jernigan, 
president. The program has been planned particu- 
larly to meet the needs of men students who now 
attend Queens on a day student basis. 





Dr. Johnson To Supply 
Alabama Congregation 


Dr. Albert Sidney Johnson, who recently com- 
pleted his work as temporary supply of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Jackson, Miss., will serve as sup- 
ply minister of Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Montgomery, Ala. until August 1 and “probably 
longer,” it has been announced. 

The Rev. Henry E. Russell, pastor of the church, 
and other members of the congregation, are abroad 
in Europe, the Holy Land and North Africa. Dr. 
Russell plans to return to this country September 6. 





Notice To 
Ministers 


Ministers who have any reason 
for doubting that their addresses 
have been correctly reported to 
me for use in the alphabetical list 
in the 1952 Minutes are requested 
to send me a postal card at once 
giving the address which should 
be printed in the Minutes. The 
task of printing the volume is pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily and it is my 
desire that the address of every 
man be carried exactly as he 
wants it. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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Dr. Evcene Wituiam McLaurin, M.A., 
Ph.D., D.D., Professor of New Testament 
Language and Exegesis at the Austin Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary, received 
the Ph.D. in Greek at the May 31 com- 
mencement exercises of the University of 
Texas. The Ph.D. in Greek is relatively 
rare in any institution. Dr. McLaurin’s is 
the second ever to be awarded by the Uni- 
versity of Texas. His thesis was: “The In- 
fluence of Hebrew and Classical, Septua- 
gint and Hellenistic Greek Element in the 
Redemptive Terms of the Greek New 
Testament.” 











Frank C. Brown 
Accepts Seminary Post 

Rev. Frank C. Brown, D.D., LL.D., pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex., and 
former Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.. has accepted a call to 
become a member of the faculty of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. Dr. Brown’s decision was an- 
nounced to his congregation in Dallas Sunday, June 
15, and it is expected that he will assume his duties 
as a teacher at the opening of the seminary’s fall 
session in September. 


He will serve as a professor in the Departments 
of English Bible and Practical Theology. 


Dr. Brown is a native of West Virginia and is 
a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College and of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. He 
holds the honorary degrees of D.D. from Hampden- 
Sydney College and LL.D. from Austin College in 
Texas. His principal pastorates have been in the 
Bream Memorial Presbyterian Church of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., from 1920 to 1936, and in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Tex., from 1936 
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to 1952. During his pastorate in Dallas he has led 
in the raising of more than $2,000,000 for Church 
work, and has received more than 3500 new mem- 
bers into the congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church. He is author of the volume, “Lost, A Hu- 
man Soul,” which appeared in 1932 and served in 
1940 as Moderator of the General Assembly of his 
Church. Dr. Brown has also served the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. in various other capacities and 
is at the present time a member of the Assembly’s 
Board of Church Extension. 


It is expected that Dr. and Mrs. Brown will 
move to Decatur in the early future and will take 
up their residence near the campus of the seminary. 


World Missions Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1951, to Jun. 1, 1951 . 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Jun. 1, 1952 


.. $159,533.79 
170,006.82 


$ 10,478.08 


Program Of Progress 

Net Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Jun. 1, 1951 .... 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Jun. 1, 1952 .. 


mand $ 27,529.83 
25,701.08 


Loss cusicacscdinces | EGeETe 





The Son of His Love 


A Meditation on Colossians 


By The Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


The theme of this article is the literal rendering 
of the words translated, His dear Son. God has 
delivered us from the Reign of Darkness and trans- 
planted us in the Kingdom of the Son of His love. 
Many of our brethren live under the shadow of the 
iron curtain where they are tempted with dis- 
couragement, despondency and even nihilism. Ac- 
cordingly, God’s gracious translation of them into 
the Reign of Christ has become exceedingly pre- 
cious. In Him we have redemption, even the for 
giveness of sins. 


Perhaps the Apostle wanted to go on and elabor- 
ate the riches of redemption, but he stops to deal 
with a dangerous trend of thought that was in- 
vading the Church. Certain people boasted that they 
had all the answers and looked down their noses at 
ministers of the Gospel like Epaphras who simply 
preached Christ crucified and risen. Paul answered 
these gnostics not by rebuking Epaphras for dwell- 
ing on the things of Christ, but by magnifying the 
same Christ the faithful pastor was magnifying. 
All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are to 
be found not in the secret revelations of which these 
ancient Christian Scientists boasted—but in Jesus 
Christ. It is the Father’s will that in all things the 
Son of His love should have the preeminence; and 
the only way to have a sound and healthy Church 
is for the Word of Christ to dwell in us ever more 


richly, 
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In particular, the Apostle shows Christ in His 
relation to God, to the universe, and to the Church. 
He is the image of the inivisible God, and in Him 
all the fullness of the Godhead is pleased to dwell 
in a bodily or a personal manner. 1:15, 19; 2:9. 
God has manifest Himself in the flesh. The shadow 
of a yardstick has the same ratio to a yard as the 
shadow of a mighty oak has to the height of the 
tree. So Jesus of Nazareth is the measure of the 
invisible God here on the plane of our human, his- 
torical life. 


Would you know God? “He that has seen Me, 
has seen the Father,” said Jesus. “No man comes 
unto the Father but by Me.” “No man has seen 
God at any time, the only begotten Son—or God 
only Begotten—who dwells in the bosom of the 
Father, He has revealed Him.” “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was in living personal 
fellowship with God, and the Word was God.” 
‘The Word is God’s heart laid bare, God’s love told 
all the way through Calvary, God’s purpose spoken 
in the human life of Jesus of Nazareth. 


It is not necessary to go to the Gnostics to get 
some secret pass words by which to enter the alleged 
mystic chambers of the powers above. God’s Word 
is Jesus Christ. His grace and truth came to us in 
the Only-begotten of the Father. And this Word 
did not merely come like a phantom upon Jesus at 
His baptism in order to leave Him as the shadows 
of the Cross deepened. God, the eternal Word, be- 
came flesh and pitched His tent among us. All the 
fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him in order to 
make peace through the blood of His Cross and to 
reconcile us unto God in the body of His flesh 
through that death on Calvary. (Col. 1:20-22). 


Nor is it true that the fullness of the Godhead 
consists of a cluster of aeons, heavenly powers, or 
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abiding values. All the fullness of the Godhead 
abides in Christ, Col. 2:9, so that through Him 
were all things created. And this term “all things” 
includes the visible, physical world of flesh and 
matter and whatever invisible things there are such 
as thrones and lordships, first causes and laws of 
nature, universal truths and spiritual values. In 
the construction of a building three persons are 
generally involved—the owner, the architect, and 
the builder. In some cases, however, the same per- 
son is the owner who orders the building erected, 
the architect who plans and supervises its consruc- 
tion, and the builder who does the actual work. 
Even so the one only, living and true God, is the 
creator of heaven and earth. But we may well think 
of the Father as the one who first caused things 
to be; the Son as the architect, the plan of the ages, 
by Whom and through Whom and for Whom all 
things were made and in Whom all things are syn- 
thesized, held together; and the Holy Spirit brood- 
ing upon the face of the deep as the builder or or- 
derer of the whole. Our Lord is before all things 
and they all find their cohesion and purposeful goal 
in Him as the first born of all creation. 


Among other things, the presentation of the re- 
lation of Christ to all creation in Colossions 1:15-17 
means that Christian thinking cannot subsume 
Christ under evolution. It is not enough to say that 
one must have a theistic evolution. If Christian 
thinking is to admit evolution anywhere along the 
line it must be kept in subordination not only to 
the Father, but also to Christ, and for that matter 
to the Holy Spirit. There are diversities of gifts 
but the same Spirit, diversities of administration 
but the same Lord Jesus Christ, diversities of ener- 
gizings but the same God that worketh all things 
in all. All flesh, all matter, was created in and 
through Christ and all the forces thereof are sub- 
ject to the constant control of His hand. 


The Son of God’s love is not only the co-creator 
of the universe, He is also the Head of His body the 
Church. The beginning of all God’s ways and works 
with men is His dear Son. God was pleased to 
choose Christ as the Head of the elect, and to bind 
us up in the bundle of life and the covenant of grace 
with the Son of His love. This means that Christ is 
the first born of the dead. No, Paul is not denying 
that Jesus raised Lazarus or Jairus’ daughter be- 
fore He was Himself raised from the dead. The 
word translated first-born means more than a tem- 


poral first. 





It means the One Who was so raised 
from the dead as to be the channel and cause of the 
resurrection of everyone else who is raised. “Christ 
the first-fruits and then they that are Christ’s at 
His coming.” As all death comes from Adam, so all 
resurrection comes from Christ. In this life He 
raises us, regenerates us who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins. And at His coming He will raise 
up those who sleep in Him. 


Now as soon as Paul has brought before us the 
glorified Christ who reconciles unto God all things 
in heaven and earth, he immediately reminds us that 
the living, glorified Lord is also the humiliated 
Jesus. Whenever the glorified Lord dwells in His 
Church, that Church is loyal to the proclamation of 
the crucified Saviour. Thus the Apostle continues: 
“having made peace through the blood of His cross 
....in the body of His flesh through the Death,” 
that is the death on the Cross. The body of Christ 
points to Calvary as the place where God reconciled 
us unto Himself at the same time as she lifts her 
voice in the triumphant strain: “Jesus reigns and 
heaven rejoices.” As the Book of Revelation opens 
the windows above and permits us to view the wor- 
ship of heaven we find the living seraphim, the 
four and twenty elders, the hosts of the redeemed 
gathered around the throne of God and of the 
Lamb Who loves us and Who loosed us from our 
Sin in His own blood. 


Then let our perpetual wonder be— 


‘That the Great Angel-blinding light should shrink 
His blaze, to shine in a poor Shepherd’s eye; 
That the unmeasur’d God so low should sink, 

As Pris’ner in a few rags to lie; 

That from his Mother’s Breast he milke should 
drink, 

Who feeds with Nector Heav’n’s faire family, 

That a vile Manger his low Bed should prove, 

Who in a Throne of stars Thunders above; 

That he whom the sun serves, should faintly peepe 

Through clouds of Infant Flesh! that he, the old 

Eternall Word, should be a Child, and weepe; 

That he who made the first, should feare the cold, 

That Heav’n’s high Majesty his Court should 
keepe 

In a clay cottage, by each blast control’d; 

That Glories self should serve our Griefs and 
feares, 

And free Eternity submit to years.” 
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LIBERTY IS NO HISTORICAL ACCIDENT 


FREEDOM IS OBTAINED AT GREAT COST 


WHO RANG THAT BELL? 





Men who were brought up in 


the GREAT TRADITION! 


Our liberties rest upon supreme loyalty to God, respect 
for the worth of the individual. and a Christion code of 


ethics. The price of liberty is eternal vigilance. 


Today the most dangerous blind spot in American thinking 
is the impression that we can have the fruits of democracy 
without nourishing the roots. In this critical hour democracy 


needs to be rediscovered. Those great concepts of de- 
mocracy—freedom, respect for life, the worth of the indi- 
vidual a sense of responsibility—are not basic but deriva- 


tive, flowing out of 
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r Unristian 
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neritage. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


TRANSMIT 
Let us keep them 


Senior College 


Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 

Austin 

Belhaven 

Centre 

Davidson 

Davis & Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 
Hampden-Sydney 
King 

Mary Baldwin 
Montreat 
Presbyterian 
Queens 
Southwestern 
Stillman (Negro) 
Westminster 


Junior College 
Lees Junior 
Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 
Peace 
Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner 


Seminary 
Austin Theological 
Columbia Theological 
Louisville Presbyterian 
Union Theological 
Assembly’s Training School 


Christian 


President 


..Wallace M. Alston 
.John D. Spragins 
....W. B. Guerrant 
.G. T. Gillespie 
Walter A. Groves 
.John R. Cunningham 
R. B. Purdum 
...Marshall Woodson 
Edgar G. Gammon 
R. T. L. Liston 
Frank B. Lewis 
.J. Rupert McGregor 
Marshall W. Brown 
Charlton C. Jernigan 
Peyton N. Rhodes 
Sam Burney Hay 
William W. Hall 


Robert G. Landolt 
Fletcher Nelson 

John Montgomery 
William C. Pressly 
Louis C. LaMotte 
Andrew Edington 


David L. Stitt 

James McDowell Richards 
Frank H. Caldwell 
Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. 
Henry Wade DuBose 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary 
Box 1176 





Richmond 9, Va. 


THE GREAT TRADITION 


Let us keep them strong 
I g 


Address 
Decatur, Ga. 
Batesville, Ark. 
Sherman, Tex. 
Jackson, Miss. 
-Danville, Ky. 


....Davidson, N. C. 
Elkins, W. Va. 

Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Bristol, Tenn. 
Staunton, Va. 
Montreat, N. C. 
Clinton, S. C. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Memphis, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Fulton, Mo. 


Jackson, Ky. 
Banner Elk, N. C. 
Statesville, N. C. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Maxton, N. C. 
Kerrville, Tex. 


Austir, Tex. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Richmond, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
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